


ii. Isableto give a shared set of values which we all share as Kenyans;
iii.  Will unite us as Kenyans;

iv. Instils respect for the positive norms and values in our society;

v.  Respects all genders;

vi. Cherishes humanity;

vii. Respects life;and

viii. Is able to treat the rich and the poor in a dignified manner.

It is difficult to single out any existing religion as the ideal one since many
people only know about the ones they've have close interaction with.
As such, there was consensus that an ideal religion is one that respects
all- the rich, the poor, the young, the old and so forth.

There is no religion that does not have the youth as its followers. Probably,
religious youth groups are the best organized youth groups in Kenya.

“How then can we reconcile ourselves?”

One cannot over emphasise the important role of the youth in national
cohesion. This role can be very much supported by the religious platform
due to the fact that religion offers a basic and common framework for
all youth to engage with each other regardless of their backgrounds.

Of interest, though, is that some participants did not seem to know their
exact religion. Many reporting that they were born into one and yet

brought up in another. Other youths prefer being identified as atheist.
Yet others are still identifying one to which to profess their faith. Partly,
this was attributable to different tribe/ethnicity parentage and being
brought up and educated in urban or semi-urban areas where they
were exposed to social structures that have no particular religious
affiliation.

Citizen Awareness and Civic Education

Kenya is a secular state. As a result, all religions and diverse beliefs are
allowed to thrive. It should be noted that even though Kenya is a secular
state the freedom of religion must be preserved by all means possible.
People of all religious groups must be able to have their say even if it
differs from others.

However, a secular state should also be guided by some doctrines of good
morals and servitude.This interestingly are what most religions aspire for
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and also what a democratic state should ascribe to. Citizen awareness
and civic education should be encouraged. People need to define their
identity. In this regard, do they define themselves on the basis of religion
or tribe or some other identity? Regardless, they must recognise that both
religion and tribe exist simultaneously.

Young people should be alert to the fact that they can never know
everything at any one time.They should have the hunger to know more,
seek to understand what they don't, ask questions and be inquisitive.
Each and every religion is good when it does good. One can promote
good in whatever religion that they are in.The purpose is to find strategic
and tactful ways to engage the status quo, to be wise and avoid being
compromised.

Religious Organs

The Inter Religious Council of Kenya should be strengthened to spear -
head inter-religious harmony initiatives.To create and encourage religious
tolerance, there needs to be mediation between the various religions.
Religious institutions should strive to keep religious practises free from
tribalism and acts of tribalism by enforcing transparency and meritocracy
in their day to day operations.

The question that should be asked is not whether the religious institutions
played a role in addressing the post election violence, but rather,
whether they took any initiatives to forestall the violence. Another
fundamental question is whether people pledge their allegiance and

commitment to their religious institutions or to the supreme power of
their religions? If a religion does not subscribe to a higher power with
the ability to transform for good, such a religion then is not helpful to
its followers and to the citizenry as a whole

Leadership

Church leaders, by virtue the role they occupy as moral guardians and
spiritual conscience of the society, should provide directions on certain
matters to their congregation.These include calling for good governance,
condemning tribalism and fostering peace and harmony.The leaders
ought to forthright in the quest to change the society and the national
leadership for the better
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It is only natural that converts to a new ideology usually relapse after a
while.The gospel of embracing diversity and fighting tribalism is too
important to allow for lulls. The youth should be encouraged and
supported to deepen their understanding and commitment to change.

Discussions of class, education and ethnicity are emotive because they
touch sensitive aspects of human lives. Ethnicity is pervasive in Kenya
and for this reason influences the thinking and outlook of many people
in some cases negatively. Its interaction with religion when thoroughly
explored, leads one to accept that the two shall always exist side by side
an d thus understanding and tolerance should be the guiding factor in
embra cing who we are.

Embracing religious diversity and harmony is more than merely having
religious converts. It requires the broadmindedness to tolerate and
appreciate other people’s religious beliefs, practices and activities. In this
regard, the youth can help to clarify and de-mystify issues and stereotypes
are often the cause of intolerance and misunderstandings.

The many critical issues raised in the fora were not exhaustive. Rather,
they were just a modest contribution to what issues need to be tackled
to make Kenya progressive. From the discussions, it is clear that the
country cannot address the challenges it faces unless people take
individual responsibility. The need for change agents cannot be over-
emphasized amongst young people as these drive the transformations
the country aspires to.This transformation is only possible if the youth
seek to internally re-strategize on how to effect change by promoting
reconciliation with openness, patience and diligence.

It is obvious that the youth in this country require platform on which
they can regularly exchange ideas and share experiences on issues of
national importance.To be helpful and inclusive, perhaps the platform
should bring on board the public and constantly raise awareness on the
need for tolerance on diversity.
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Yaacov Bar-Siman-Tov, From Conflict Resolution to Reconciliation, Oxford
University Press, January, 2004

Institute of Economic Affairs,"The Kenyan Divides” Perception Study,
June 2009

Religious Pluralism: - Interviewee Ela Gandhi granddaughter of Mahatma
Gandhi former member of South Africa’s Parliament and is currently Editor
of Satyagraha magazine. She is Secretary of the Gandhi Development Trust.

Universal Religion: - Interviewee Sulak Sivaraksa co-founder of the
International Network of Engaged Buddhists; one of the most important
leaders of Engaged Buddhism. An outspoken social critic in his home
country of Thailand and a prolific author whose books in English include
a collection of essays entitled ‘Seeds of Peace’

Role of Traditional Religion: - Harmony TV -World Social Forum
Nairobi-2007. Interviewee Mr. Gakiri, who belongs to the thaai sect; this
is a traditional religious sect found in central Kenya that advocates for
the return to our African indigenous ways of life’s and forms of worship.

Beyond the political divide: - Al Jazeera TV. Effect of the 2008 Kenya
crisis on the rich compared to the poor.

Ghetto vs. Uptown Life: - Ghetto Radio (89.5 fm). A comparison between
the lives and daily routine of two young Kenyan men between 22 and
24 years living in Nairobi

Angalia saa, Ukoo Fulani Mau Mau
Ukoo Fulani Mau Mau is a Kenyan Hip-hop group well known for their
conscious lyrics and type of music.

Additional Material and content sourced from Nation Media
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The Youth Agenda

Making the You' Factor Count !!!



